
New Choices

For Receiving Yo u r

Federal Govern m e n t

P a y m e n t s

Know Your Choices 
Before You Decide.

Because of a new law, there will be new
choices for the way you re c e i ve your 
Federal payment: 

■ You can sign up for Di rect Deposit 

■ You can wait for an ETAS M

■ You can keep getting your payment 
by check, if getting your payment 
by Di rect Deposit would cause 
you a hard s h i p

Please take the time to make the choice
t h a t’s right for yo u .

Re m e m b e r, no matter what you 
choose, your payment will be made
without interr u p t i o n .

To learn more, contact the agency that pays
you. Agency telephone numbers are listed
on the back of this bro c h u re .

Make the Choice
That’s Right for Yo u !

Social Security: 8 00-7 72- 1 2 1 3

Veterans Aff a i r s : 8 00-8 27- 1 0 0 0

O ffice of Personnel 8 88- 7 6 7-6 7 3 8

Management: 

R a i l road Retirement Board : 8 00-8 08-0 7 7 2

(or call your local RRB office)

A  M E S S A G E F R O M T H E  U . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F T H E  T R E A S U R Y

•  Social Security

•  Supplemental Security Income

•  Veterans Benefits

•  Civil Service Payments

•  Railroad Retirement Payments

•  Military Retirement Payments



Chances are, you have better things to do
than make trips to deposit or cash yo u r
Federal government check. Now, a new

Federal law gives you more
ways to get your payment.

If you re c e i ve So c i a l
Se c u r i t y, Su p p l e m e n t a l
Security Income or
Veterans Benefits; or

Civil Se rvice Sa l a ry and
Re t i rement, Railro a d

Re t i rement or Mi l i t a ry
Re t i rement payments, this new

law applies to you. 

L e a rning about your choices will help y o u
select the best way to get your payment.

T h ree Choices for Receiving Yo u r
Federal Government Payment.

Choice #1: Direct Deposit
With Di rect Deposit, your Federal payment
is deposited for you automatically in yo u r
account at a bank, savings and loan, or cre d i t
union. That means there’s no more waiting in
long lines to cash or deposit your check. 

And you never have to worry about yo u r
check getting lost or stolen. You can be sure

that your payment will arrive on time, 
e ve ry time. Signing up for Di rect Deposit 
is easy. If you have a checking or savings
account, just ask your bank, savings and
loan, or credit union to sign you up. 
If you don’t have an account, you can 
open one and ask for Di rect Deposit. 
Shop around for an account that meets 
your needs. Be sure you understand the
costs of any account that you choose for
receiving your Federal payments.

Choice #2: Electronic 
Transfer Account (ETAS M)
If you don’t have an account, you can wait
for an ETAS M. ETA sS M a re low-cost accounts
which will allow you to get your Fe d e r a l
payments automatically. They will be
a vailable at many Federally insured banks,
savings and loans, and credit unions. 
With an ETAS M you will have access to 
your payment at a variety of locations. 

The U.S. De p a rtment of the Tre a s u ry is
c u r rently working out the details on ETA sS M,
and more information will be available soon. 

In the meantime, you can continue
to re c e i ve your check.

Choice #3: Check
You can continue getting
your payment by check, the
same as always, if getting yo u r
payment by Di rect De p o s i t
would cause you a h a rd s h i p.  

He re are the reasons you can keep getting
paid by check:

■ If you don’t speak or read English 

■ If it would cost you more to use 
Di rect Deposit 

■ If you live where using Di rect 
Deposit would be difficult

■ If you have a physical or mental 
disability that would make it hard 
to use Di rect Deposit 

If you want to keep getting a check, yo u r
Federal paying agency will let you know
whether you need to tell them that getting
your payment by Di rect Deposit would 
cause you a hard s h i p. Social Security and
Supplemental Security Income beneficiaries
who need to continue receiving monthly
benefits by check don’t need to do anything. 

If you do not sign up for Di rect De p o s i t ,
you will continue to re c e i ve your benefits
by check.

D i re c t D e p o s i t .
Check it Out.


